
The Latest Adventures of the Wonderful Cleek By T. W.

(Corjnjbt. 19U)

himself alone in London
a glorious Sunday of sum-

mer balm and summer sunshine
on lus hands. Mr Narkom had per-suaJ-

Cleek to join him in a motor
launch and an afternoon spin up the
r ver. with the result that, teatime
finding them in the neighborhood of

. .1,.., t an. who seemed more a handsomeilllell'll, ' III,! nun frwilEU -- OD

Island and gone re swell the
already large gathering men and
women seated at the various tables
Mattered anout under the canopy
the wind-wave- d trees

Heie they took tea. and when it
was done happened that Superin-
tendent Narkom. setting down his cup
and seeing no waitress at hand, lose
from his se.it for the purpose sig-
nalling one to bring the bill, and it
was out that small circumstance
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the ase of the Medici emeralds had ' manner in which the captain settled Min-

i's beginning Brought thus promi-ise- lf as he spoke that they were likely
nently into view, the superintendent to in for long story "They are of
rame to the notice of two gentlemen vorldwide repute the very purest and

at a remote table and indulg- -' most perfect specimens that have ever
nc in an earnest hut inaudible dls- - been mined They passed from the Borgia

ctission. and the elder of these, recog- - to the their lineal decendants
nzing him. rose abruptly, said some- - becoming part and parcel of unsal- -

thing :n an unaenon io nis cum- -

i anion and forthwith walked hurned.lv
toward Mr Narkom.

The superintendent saw nim me in- -' ,

I'ant he began to move and. having
succeeded in attracting the attention
oT a waitress, rejourned his seat and
i.nkf in an undertone to Clek

Something must be up. I fancy."
he said "Mansell of Mansell & Son.
of Hatton Cardens. lapidaries and deal-

ers in precious stone: wa- - seated at
one of those tables oer thre m com-jian- v

with a oung rain who looks
! ke an Italian Th- - moment he saw
me he jumped up and is miking his
wav here, looking verv much a if he
tidi som"hmg on his mind"

He had and a moment later h man-

ifested thit 'act without preface of
anv kind

'I sav Mr Narkom he com-

ing suddenlv up and resting an agi-

tated hand upon the back of the su-

perintendent s chair, '"you are just the
man I most want to see I'm in a fi.
old chap, and I want you to get me
out of it if ou can And not I alone.

but one of the best fel-

lows in the world as well Capt
Oswald Bolarvius of the Austrian Hus-sir- s

It means a lot to me. but it
means more to him ruin, disgrace
and jll that sort of thing, don't you
know It's 'i robbery case. Mr Nar-

kom Historic jewels valued at over
lor'v mnuNinu wouiius nniusir-i- i h.
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"Certainly." interposed

Mr. Narkom. so if you Mr
Bolarvius

mm take
o go the
leialls

with ap- -

forthwith
Bolvarius

him t the v. ait

the the ap-

pearance the scene
Mr. Narkom a position to ex-

change without
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Lamorettis
the

suggestion

later. In company with
Mr. Mansell, the superintendent,
Capt. Bolvarius whom found
to an impetuous, boyish young

simpleton than knave Cleek was
up the river to its far upper
to d inlet of which he

knew. And here, in this place of
fragrant the was

told.
"Me&sieiirs." the oung Austrian,

to Mansell'3 he
should tell his of it first, 'messieurs,

mav or not
of Medici emeralds "

'I in Cleek. seeing the

heirlooms descended the
succceeding generations of that race

at last into life pos- -

of the Count di
Lamorettt Now go on with the

hrst. tell me something.
the that have been stolen !n

anv wav connected with the em-

eralds, captain'"
"Monsieur, they than a mere

connection the histo-i- c

tie Aus
"I was intrusted b- - the Count

di Limoretti with the of
the ilutv bringing to England
and to Monsieur Mansell,

did on Ah. les. I know
what ou about to sav, monsieur
the Count di Lamoretti the
power nor the legal to send

of for anv purpose
the permission the gov-

ernment and the sanction his
Signor Bonavelli. But. monsieur,
he did not He had both the permission
of the government, which allows

of art or gems of
to the

of his the Sig-no- r

Bonavelli is about to
and. in consideration of his

to unimportant prop-

erties and allotving the count
monetary difficulties

the count has rromised to over the
Medici emeralds recut. mounted
in the instead of the

, .. ,10,hm, i.i. thoughts were
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And cone like that" snapping his remained since the fourteenth cen-

sers everv on" tun to new Signora Bonavelli
whistled the superintendent her day"

softiv "That's serious matter When ' Hum-m-- se commented Cleek
did tt happen. "That puts light upon the

Four davs ago Thursday aft-- . subject, certainh captain,
ernoon " vou tome into the matter?"

And this is the first time vou have1 A swift, embairassed the
communicated wth the Man voting countenance eyes fell.

!1e what led vou keep h.inds passed the other,
tb matter this Wte nervouslv. and the (ornTS his

Bolarvius Thought hid tw lii-- d

!'ie thief me not '.Monsieur" said, "it was with the
to do anvthing until lied had a try of the Italun government and
at the follow himself, permission m own
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'hit man Cleek vours would man-jth- it 1 well I have long been close

to get them if onlv he'd at 'lUaintmi e friend, if ou will of
i.peil to him" Sigwu i the di Lamoretti"
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seen m public' A clever move!"
was Cieek's unspoken comment upon this.
Aloud, however, merely "Well,
let on the story, if
captain. appointed
emeralds Intrusted your charge
and then what?"

direct with to London.
to Monsieur Mansell. as I

instiucted. I placed his charge,
received his receipt I

arranged that a certain date which 1
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date the Friday which is yet to
come, monsieur a messenger, a special
envoy Signor Bonavelli. should join
me my lodgings and that that
messenger should to me for a cer-

tain stamped and sealed order issued by
Italian government which w--e would

together present to Monsieur Mansell.
and upon which he would deliver the his-

toric emeralds. These messenger was
receive, and to Journey with to

the Continent, leaving me to com-
plete my holiday. Four mon-

sieur, nine earlier had been
arranged, a messenger did

England He did not come to me. how-

ever Instead, he went directly to Mon-

sieur Mansell. handed stamped
and sealed order, and Monsieur Mansell
delivered the emeralds to him Man
Jewels have disappeared from that mo-

ment no trace of eitht has
been unearthed "

"Hum-m- "' commented Cleek. pinching
his chin "A bit of sharp practice
and. no doubt, part of the ougmal plan
of the-e- r mover in the s .in.- -

why did Mr Mansell deliver the emeralds
I to this stranger you were'not

ent, vou sav. captair. he was
thjt part of the arrangement""

The dickens of it is I re-

member that he did me that was
part of the obligation. Mr. Headland."
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"Come down. lamoretti; sick
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that wouij ,, ,he m3C So, to

the document was presents!, I
C(j thp jewels and-tli- ere vou are

t....... ... t,. .
i in a "'"' '"' -- 1 "- - as an -
h,.rf - ,,111 tell voi. "

"tlum-m-m- : es. 1 snould so
How did tne man get that stamped
sealed order, captain? War ,t stolen

vou

as

a
doubt, laptaln. will find It a
dammy document, and that the or-

der, stamped and sealed by the govern-
ment,

to
given to other fellow at

the blank one was palmed off
you We that when we

see it. however."
"Yes. but dickens of it is that

won't be able to see it. Mr. Head-
land."

he.
put in Mr. Mansell.

slight of agitation. blessed a
thing disappeared with the man
brought it. I took the fellow's receipt
for goods, of course, but that's all

imiw s
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he nigh pr-.v- other than i

her ,,. s,d messenger would
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dav befoie the she had gone on No monslf.r 1 tiu have it in my
visit tc to Dieppe, but I dispatch box That is the

the Continental of one of your j ze thing"
London newspapers, two or. perhaps.' -- Examined captain""
thrce-da- v.s ago. that she was in Vienna, j --oh. no. monsltfur. no' would
5ersonallv nursing her wounded husband j be exceedingly mv and my privilege,
and for the part confin.ng herself soidior may not ever do that."
to the room ho lies-me- rely leav- - I ..j sh0uld in this instance. If I were
.ng 11 for a in to I,... ..,,, catmu 1 ....kB no
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"The

I have I didn't attach much importance
to the document itself when I had that
receipt, and and the heggar must have
carried it off with him'"

Apparently. Cleek did not turn a hair,
but Narkom, watching, observed that his
eves went far round to the extreme an-

gle of the sockets, and were quietly tak-
ing Mr James Mansell m from the tip
of his boots to the top of his hat Then
he opened the throttle, gave the little
launch her head, and swung out under
the dropping trees to the maw current

For the next two minutes the progress
of the little craft seemed to claim his
entire attention, then, of a sudden, he

a claim
likely to a

slowed the engine down to half speed, bumped against something, with a sofi
lit a cigarette lolled back, with his that ran the whole length of
hat tilted over his and his fingers craft, and but for Cleek's quick-grabbin- g

laced behind his head hand he would have been overboard in
"Too pretty here to shorten the voy-- , a twinkling. As it was. however, he was

age." he said serenely there's merelv deposited in his seat again rather
or.e. thing vou haven't made clear. If it more forcihly than was comfortable, and,
wasn t possible to onnect the Count as he followed the example of his three
di Lamoretti with the fellow who made rompanions. over the side
off with th- - emei.ilds. who did vou ex- - at the th.ng with which thev had
pe. I he would prove to be" "i on must collided
have had some idea, of when vou Ceek saw it. too. swung over the'wheel
started out to run him von -- elf" almost before ou could say Jak Robin- -

' Monsieur, ves 1 had ' leplicd the son. brought launch round and pelted
oung Austrian it w is an tin- - down stream after it When the launch

suspicion, but ah ! Pieu' who ame abreast of the body. cm
not stispect anvbodv or anvthing. ing up a rope, bent over and threw a

su h a time" Monsieur, there Is one I taming noose about it Checked sud- -

i

h

i mwim Minima w iw n np m
iHiiti' i imwu m " " h ' 'A iA in t m m
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vourself

.

monsieui . read
0(

morning

t

bed dodge will not do!" he said

man in world who . herish.es no liking .

me none at all Not for any evil
have done him-- ah no' But simply '

because because well because the Con- -

tessa di Lamoretti prefers mv fr.endship
his. and he hlamc- - me because of

that He is a monsieui. his
name is Antonio Ors'ni He is in much ,

favor with Monsieur In Count and as
neither likes me nor wishes me well.
whv not this thing to ru'n me' I did '

never see the man who carried that false
order to Monsieur Mansell. but from
what he is able to tell me ot the thief's
appearance "

"You fancied it might be he"" j

'
"Yes. monsieur Certain points of the

description tallied. Then. too. I wired
immediately to my htother. if
Orsini was still in Vienna with the count.

I had left him. My biother replied
that he was not. that he had been gone,

fortnight back to his native Tuscany,
and his home In Florence. Next. I wire
there, to the authorities. They reply

me that he is not there, that he is
supposed to be in Vienna anil I know,
then, that Is some reason for this
concealment of his real whereabouts I

feel more sure than ever that he has fol-

lowed me to England, that the thief is
and I start out on the search for him.

Nothing I find nothing, monsieur
tracc.not a sign. My good name,

honor, they are lost'"
"Looks like it. I must say captain."

replied Cleek off-- handedly. "Seems to me

i it's a clear case of 'do' both you and
Mr. Mansell with for heavy
damages. Oh, it's prove

and jar the
eves

"Captain,

and glanced

ours
down

the
Perhap- -

just Cleek.
de-- at

mi

Tuscan,

inquiring

there

not
my

very profitable speculition to some- -
body'

' Good Lord. man. you take it beastly
cool. I must sav I wish I could'"
blurted out Mr Mansell. in a fine fever
of excitement

In his indignation he had risen to his
feet and was gesticulating as you might
properly suppose a man would if he
stood a chance of being held accountable
for th loss of 40.VO worth of property
which had been intrusted to his care.
And last at that moment the launch

j

j

"Orsini's body has been found."

f.enlv by thit detaining line, and answer- -

ing to the ' pull" "i swift-rlowin- g

current, the gruesome thin; lurched
uackvard. flung up to view a stark dead
face that shone Ilk- - ivorv through the
wrapping froth, and Cleek had just time
to see that a leather baq. slit down the
lull length of one side, was attached to
it bv a strap that rro-.-e- d the breast and
buckled behind th- - shoulders, when both
Bolarvius and Mansell --ent up a sudden
minglt-- cry

Orsini'" shrill.-- d o it the Austrian,
"Orsini" Orsini"' And hard on the heel
of that followed the lapidary's excited:
"The robber' The swindler Oood Lord.
Mr Narkom. it the fellow I gave the
emeralds to' Ami look' See' There's
the very bag he put them into"

"Second thief, best owner'" said Cleek.
twitching round at this and then pointing
to the slit in the bag 'A dupe like our
friend here, poor devil' Done by a pal'
Now I know the game, and now I know
the man. Here' Tie the rope fast. Mr.
Narkom. and let's make for the shore.
I want to have a look through that poor
wretch's pockets before we turn the body
over to the river police. It looks like
hurried wotk. that leaving of the bag
upon the body, and hurried work may
possibly result in leaving something
else."

It had-1on- so. as thev discovered when
they raced back into secluded inlet
and drew the dead shape upon the slop-
ing bank, where they could see that death

i

the
for

for

the

the
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had come from stab wounds in the back.
In the waistcoat pocket there was a
little folded slip dated six days previous-
ly, written in a scrawling, illiterate hand,
and which read simply thus:
To bar extras Rs. W.
"To one week's board and lodging !.. Rd.

Total n lOd.

"Received with thanks.
"JOSHUA

"And Joshua Ribsdale runs the Harp
of Myddern three miles up the river""
said Cleek as he read this and tied the
body to a sapling that it might not get
adrift again. "Back into the launch.
gentlemen. ThLs is the first real clue to
the whereabouts of the emeralds We will
make a flying trip there without a
moment's delav. and if Hello' what's
up" What's the matter with the cap-

tain?"
"Goodness only knows' ' flung back

Narkom. "He simply squawked and
heeled over, and Great Scott' the beg-

gar's fainted. Cleek'"
"Cleek boomed out Mr Mansell.

switching round all eyes "Good Lord.
did did you say 'Cleek.' Mr Narkom""

It was Cleek himself that replied
"Yes. Cleek." he said quietly. "Back

from South Africa on a rush, vou se.
Mr Mansell. Hold on to the captain.
The air of the river will soon revive him j

Sit steady. Mr Narkom. off she goes'"
Then with a swiah the little screw re-

volved, the launch arrowed its way down
.!,... ...I.,..... J ... i....... .i. I

-- .,.. ..v ...- - ,...
round as if on a pivot, turned its bows j

in the direction where the Harp ( Md- - I

dern stood, and flew like gunshot to- -
ward "

Swift as was its course, the captain
had recovered consciousness before thev," ratmot bA true"' exclaimed the cap
had covered half the way to it. had ?one.
in the first moment of realization, into a
sort of panic over the knowledge that
thev were soins to the Harp of Mvddern
of all other places upon the face of the
earth, and after a hit had tooled down
and sat mumblinc to himself a reassur-
ing something, which seemed to hrmj
a sense of relief

That's right, captain." faid Cleek. as
the launch clipped along with a white
line creaming awav in the wake of it
"Take it easv. my friend. In this one

particular instance the Continental news
in the London dailies is absolutely to be
relied upon The Iadv has taken sood
care of herself, be assured "

.' .Monsieur' I I no not understand
You speak to me in riddles '

"A way of mine, captain. I deal In
them But there's no riddle like a
woman and no friend like a bad one "

"Whats that, sir' said old Joshua
Ribsdale. answering the question put '
to mm Anvnodv missing? es to be
sure, there is A foreign gent, giving of the ,

name of Johnston Done a bunk. I reckon,
and cheated me out of halt a week's
board anil lodging, which. I will say for
him. aren't like him. sir. seeins as he
paid me prompt for the first two
and was a nice, gent
thouch wonderful retiiin' and alwavs
keepin' to his room if strangers hap- - j

pened in and verv free with his money
at the bar sudden, in the
middle of the night, last Fridav him
and hi- - bag together What's that' Scot
land lard hat s up'

'That ne want to know." replied Nr- -
kom "Your lost lodger s body has just
been fished from the river. The man'.--
neen murdered muiaered ana ronied.
Mr Rihsdile. and it will be necej-s-ar-

for us to search this house "
'Search this Heavens, sir'"

"Yes." said Cleek "But that needn't
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That old ma'mselle. Inch
never that weak,

bein' and
garb

ve:y

of
Oh. she's been comin' here and stoppin'
off and lor six month.-- past, sir A
bit j.he is too Never no-
where outside her she
Jist there and her
A rare one she is for birds, too. I can '

tell vou. Has two big cages of 'em
she everywhere with her parakeets
mostlv and foreign creature.- - like that

'When the lady arrive the
occasion of her latest visit? Was it
before foreign "Mr. Johnston's' ar
rival or after'"

"Oh. before, sir been
of three weeks when he come

And a had the very tirsi
Complained of the squawking of

her parakeets annoying him. sir. and
said she ought be put out of a re- -

Fair
associate

look

well

kom
And aloof "Get

Said that room

Felt that he'd

that want want
come

"Oho!" thf old
birds directly after

Johnston
"Yes. sir. very next mornin'. Four

of in one next,
so till she didn't seem be

but Jist of
poor things holesale. not
Jist exactly "em. but jist

of into a
close wall the bottom of the

garden, till she felt enough
take London taxidermist

for rare fond she was of
sir. as that gent Jist behind you

you. sir I

"Oh! you mean Capt. Bolarvius?"
aye. name.

me forgettln' it. captain:
ma'mselle twice and

the didn't exactly get fixed

I say! What's that?
on the old

Narkom excitedly. hear
that, old

"Yes. certainly: but It doesn't surprise
me." replied Cleek serenel.v "I rath,
fancied, that was why th.'
captain fainted when he knew we wei
coming here You see. when it became
evident the murdered man had
stopping place, got nervoi.s
and frightened for fear of being in soni-wa- y

with crime, because
well, because the ma'mselle is .i

close and very dear friend of his.
and it would bad if it became know u

had frequently been paylns
secret visits Would it not. captain'"

From the first moment Ribsdale had
drawn him the affair, the rapta.n

Into a sort of collapse of terror, his face grown white as chalk.
, his knees had begun shaking, and t'i

Power of k.

i wrenched from him
however. No' ah Dieu' no' no" h
cried out in a verv panic of aMrm II
is wrong it is bv means true J

am not 'connect of the saints,
I am not is she. messieurs 1

swear it on the of a soldier
has nothing to do with crime
either crime did I pav hr man

visits I came but the twice
the saints hear me messieurs but

twice' She is not French, sh Is Aus
trian. she is compatriot there is no
other tie. between u-- She shall write,
to you from Vienna tell vou I
came hut to sav good-b- v th night
before her return '

' Before what"'" put in the Inkeep.-- "

"Lord' who told vou as she'd 'returned
Vienna or anvwhere elj" n ,t

wot she aren't redv to bi.t
I'll take mv as she hasn't stir' I

a blessed peg from this house a.-- et"
said Cleek with a sort 'liugii Here still, is Mr. Ribsdale

Wl - t'n .n V.A.. AAm kl. nUn.." ' ' "' '"--' ""3 iiuimirup The last three of her blessed
birds this afternoon, she's

reidv to take 'em up the
hi's en!n and comin

boies to be to the Con
tment in the monn

'No' no' It is not messieurs

fairlv carried of bv
this unexpected announcement. "It ie
some tncksome lie She is not
Phe is in Vienna she is in
Vienna Tho papers know-- , too. She has
been there so. She will
return to England Ah. ves. she wl.
return before mv month holiday is
out But she Is there in Vienna now

"Yes. she is there now-- ril stake mv
upon captain." said Cleek.
I'll stake It afresh she returned

after vou last saw her
vou have seen her the very last time
my friend' Contessa di Lamoretti v '

a clever woman, captain, too clever tr
throw herself away upon a like you
And )ou have simplv been her dupe, hei
tool, the unconscious pawn In her
little game and her worthv 'jfthand i

d schemes "' J?
'"The Contessa di monsieu you are

We not of but of the
old Ma'mselle d'Lascours."

they are identical, my friend
Come now. a clean breast of it,
captain and escape graver trouble con-
cerning the emeralds and the murder
of Orsini because the contessa
ha made believe that she loves oti

abhors her husband Confess that
she arranged to you at thi- -
mn, she trumped up some
when she did ou here, account

a sudden return Vienna, but that
she promised come back and be her-
self again. laying aside the hideous dis

of the old d'Las-
cours "

' Monsieur' Ah. Dieu Are you a
wizard" vou a sorcerer find out
thing.-- that

"No. captain, only a mere mortal,
uses and pieces puzzles from
the fragments that other men drop." san'

sure there is another 'old
ma'mselle' here, my friend, be sure the
person plays that rolo cnange.1
places the Contessa Immediatelv

ou parted from her. and allowed
her to get back Vienna to establish

alibi for herself her rascallv Moid
and master Now. come "ip and m
pav my respects to this particular
ma'meselle.' and when vou see her "

she carried heard clear, incisive
voice those threatening words, and
to an instant halt

For a second the eyes above rested full
on the eves below, then Cleek spok

""ome down. Lamoretti. the sickbed
dodge vvill not do'" he said 'Orsini's
body has been found. We want the em-
erald.- want vou. too. count'
Look you know me?"

His features writhed, a change
over his a change unseen by anv
hut the man above, for Cleek kept
back to tin- - rest and. seeing it. the
figure straightened, a cry went up from
the lips of it and wheeling round, .t
dashed hack and half bleating "The
Cracksman" Name of the devil the
(.Tacksman'"

Then the house echoed to a sharp
plosion, the bleak "crack of a plsto.
shot, and after it there was a and
then silence'

When thev to break down the
door and force their way in. the man
was already dead.

Cleek turned to Capt Bolarvius.
"Let this be a lesson vou fool

If you must any woman, let It b!
a good one. The emeralds?
quite safe, and the legitimate heir
get them' Lamoretti' plan' Faugh'
a child might have guessed It: for all
his cleverness, he bungled It the
matter of getting away with the stones.
Where are they? Look here!" He stoop-
ed and picked up the dead birds.
"The body slit you see, and In-
side of it this!'" He pressed the
bird, and out of the silt there appeared
the edge of a large and em
erald. "Dig up the little box beside th

the rest of the Jewels.
riddle solved, gentlemen. Good

bother vou at all tell me He stopped short, biting off worda
thing Was am'body else stopping here and glancing upward For thev savv-a-t

the time as called her then' Of a sudden a bent figure,
himsvlf Johnston"" swathed in shawls and leaning upon .1

' Yes. sir si- r- knobbed stick a nure w looked lik
which I could get the hang of her, of an old. old woman, totter-nam- e

sir Frenth not ing. becapped. a verv witch of Kndor
knowing of more than a dozen words of tricked out in the modern of iKnslish She s a old woman most French market woman appeared at th
eightv I jhould think. Mr Headland top of the stairs made as if to descend
What a that sir" When did she come' with the little basket dead birds which

on
dottv goes

room when conies.
stops oioons to birds

sir
larts

did old on

this

She'd here
upward

squabble they
thing

of
to

connected
old

the

seen

make

and

"Be

open,

spectable house flew him she 'Yf.-'" flung hack Cleek "Your friend
did she heard that, wouldnt and of the old Apache davs

much as in his direction aftc--- i the old Margot days, and the swindlim.
ward or Beg pardon, sir' Well played. times in Paris'"' Then he sprang up th'did vou saj. sir' What was played" stairs, covering but three steps before

"Nothing nothing Merely a figure the sound of a door being bunged and
speech. Mr Ribsdale And so this engag- - . a bolt being shot into its socket echoemg old lady had a falling out with "Mr through the house. "'Outside. Mr Nar
Johnston" on the very nrst meeting. h" head him off he called barn

she kept absolutely from) to the window quick! He's taker,
him'" to his room'" Then pelted again un- -

"Yey. she believed he was til the locked door of wt
1 wrong 'un. sir. and had her room reached and his shut' nsts were hammechanged, so to be farther off from ing upon it
him sure, she said, do "Lamoretti. you are raged caged di
something to her birds out of sheer spite. you hear, you beast that killed hus orand when they did start dyin" off all of confederate to cover up his tracks'" hf
a sudden, sir. swore that he was the cried "You'll not pass the

of it which was sheer nonsense. the of Scotland Yard Is
of course: because didn't happen there I the emeralds and I
until after he gone." you. you've to the end at last'"

said Cleek. "So lady's
started to die off this

'Mr. eh'
the

'em all day. then five the
and on. to
doln' nothing' the

w Or. least, '

of
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by the at
sir well to
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